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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 1 recites 
"computer program product of claim 1 1", a claim cannot depend upon itself. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 5, 8, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Bott et al (Special Edition Using Microsoft Windows 98, 2 nd Edition, 2000). 

As to claim 1, Bott discloses a method of facilitating an icon ("file type or folders" 
page 208, 1 st paragraph under Changing the icon for a file type or other object) 
selection from a plurality of icons (page 1 13, 1 st paragraph) on a desktop (page 113, 2 nd 
to last line). Bott teaches enabling a user to enter a file extension ("file type" page 113, 
last sentence of 1 st paragraph), the file extension being an extension of a file being 
represented by the icon to be selected extension (page 113, last sentence of 1 st 
paragraph); comparing the entered file extension with file extensions of all files 
represented by an icon on the desktop (page 1 14, paragraph above Fig. 7.6, 1 st 
sentence); and grouping all icons that represent files having the same file extension as 
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the entered file extension at a location on the desktop ("Find Dialog box" page 1 14 
paragraph above Fig. 7.6, last sentence and Fig. 7.6). 

As to claim 5, Bott teaches wherein folders containing files and/or icons 
representing files with the entered extension are grouped at the location of the desktop 
(page 1 14, last paragraph and page 1 15, 1 st paragraph). 

As to claim 8, Bott teaches a computer program product (Windows 98 software, 
cover page) on a computer readable medium for facilitating an icon ("file type or folders" 
page 208, 1 st paragraph under Changing the icon for a file type or other object) 
selection from a plurality of icons (page 1 13, 1 st paragraph) on a desktop (page 113, 2 nd 
to last line) comprising: code means for enabling a user to enter a file extension ("file 
type" page 113, last sentence of 1 st paragraph), the file extension being an extension of 
a file being represented by the icon to be selected (page 113, last sentence of 1 st 
paragraph); code means for comparing the entered file extension with file extensions of 
all files represented by an icon on the desktop (page 114, paragraph above Fig. 7.6, 1 st 
sentence); and code means for grouping all icons that represent files having the same 
file extension as the entered file extension at a location on the desktop (("Find Dialog 
box" page 114 paragraph above Fig. 7.6, last sentence and Fig. 7.6). 

As to claim 12, Bott teaches a computer program product of claim 8 wherein 
folders containing files and/or icons representing files with the entered extension are 
grouped at the location on the desktop (page 1 14, last paragraph and page 115, 1 st 
paragraph). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-4, 6, 7, 9-11, 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bott et al in view of Grossman et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,564,004). 

As to claim 2, note the discussion above, Bott teaches a method as in claim 1 . 
Bott does not teach wherein the location is a location close to a device with which the 
icon may be selected. Grossman teaches wherein the location is a location close to a 
device with which the icon may be selected (column 5 line 1-5). Therefore, as to claim 
2, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the location close to a device with which the icon may be selected as 
taught by Grossman with the system of Bott. The motivation for combining teachings of 
Grossman with Bott is expressed by Grossman (column 1 lines 35-44), which he 
discusses moving through the many icons located on a display and selecting a 
particular icon can be tedious for ordinary users. Grossman also states that there is a 
need to for users to easily locate and select a particular icon. Further, Grossman states 
it is quite difficult for those users with manual dexterity problems to navigate through a 
complex task and the many icons to select the intended function (column 1, lines 35- 
44). 

As to claim 3, Grossman teaches a method wherein the device is a pointing 
device (column 4, lines 34-38). 
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As to claim 4, Grossman teaches a method wherein the pointing device is a 
mouse pointer (column 4, lines 34-38). 

As to claim 6, note the discussion above. Bott teaches a method as in claim 5. 
Bott does not teach wherein the location is a location close to a device with which the 
folder may be selected. Grossman teaches wherein the location is a location close to a 
device with which the folders may be selected (column 5 line 1-5). Therefore, as to 
claim 6, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the location close to a device with which the icon may be 
selected as taught by Grossman with the system of Bott. The motivation for combining 
teachings of Grossman with Bott is expressed by Grossman (column 1 lines 35-44), 
which he discusses moving through the many icons located on a display and selecting a 
particular icon can be tedious for ordinary users. Grossman also states that there is a 
need to for users to easily locate and select a particular icon. Further, Grossman states 
it is quite difficult for those users with manual dexterity problems to navigate through a 
complex task and the many icons to select the intended function (columnl , line 35-44). 

As to claim 7, Grossman teaches a method wherein the pointing device is a 
mouse pointer (column 4, lines 34-38). 

As to claim 9, note the discussion above. Bott teaches a computer program 
product as in claim 8. Bott does not teach wherein the location is a location close to a 
device with which the icon may be selected. Grossman teaches wherein the location is 
a location close to a device with which the icon may be selected (column 5 line 1-5). 
Therefore, as to claim 9, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to have the location close to a device with which the 
icon may be selected as taught by Grossman with the system of Bott. The motivation 
for combining teachings of Grossman with Bott is expressed by Grossman (column 1 
lines 35-44), which he discusses moving through the many icons located on a display 
and selecting a particular icon can be tedious for ordinary users. Grossman also states 
that there is a need to for users to easily locate and select a particular icon. Further, 
Grossman states it is quite difficult for those users with manual dexterity problems to 
navigate through a complex task and the many icons to select the intended function 
(column 1, line 35-44). 

As to claim 10, Grossman teaches a computer program product wherein the 
device is a pointing device (column 4, lines 34-38). 

As to claim 1 1 , Grossman teaches a computer program product wherein the 
pointing device is a mouse pointer (column 4, lines 34-38). 

As to claim 13, note the discussion above, Bott teaches a computer program 
product as in claim 12. Bott does not teach wherein the location is a location close to a 
device with which the folder may be selected. Grossman teaches a computer program 
product wherein the location is a location close to a device with which the folders may 
be selected (column 5 line 1-5). Therefore, as to claim 13, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the location 
close to a device with which the icon may be selected as taught by Grossman with the 
system of Bott. The motivation for combining teachings of Grossman with Bott is 
expressed by Grossman (column 1 lines 35-44), which he discusses moving through 
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the many icons located on a display and selecting a particular icon can be tedious for 
ordinary users. Grossman also states that there is a need to for users to easily locate 
and select a particular icon. Further, Grossman states it is quite difficult for those users 
with manual dexterity problems to navigate through a complex task and the many icons 
to select the intended function (column 1 , lines 35-44). 

As to claim 14, Grossman teaches a computer program product wherein the 
pointing device is a mouse pointer (column 4, lines 34-38). 

As to claim 15, Bott teaches a system for facilitating an icon ("file type or folders" 
page 208, 1 st paragraph under Changing the icon for a file type or other object) 
selection from a plurality of icons (page 1 13, 1 st paragraph) on a desktop (page 113, 2 nd 
to last line) wherein the file extension ("file type" page 113, last sentence of 1 st 
paragraph) being an extension of a file being represented by the icon to be selected 
(page 113, last sentence of 1 st paragraph); comparing the entered file extension with file 
extensions of all files represented by an icon on the desktop (page 114, paragraph 
above Fig. 7.6, 1 st sentence); and grouping all icons that represent files having the 
same file extension as the entered file extension at a location on the desktop (page 1 14 
and Figure 7.6). Bott does not teach the system comprising at least one storage device 
for storing code data and at least one processor for processing the code data to enable 
the user to enter a file extension. Grossman teaches at least one storage device for 
storing code data ("memory" column 4, lines 62-67 and column 5, lines 62-65); and a 
least one processor for processing the code data ("instruction execution", column4, lines 
51-56) to enable the user to enter a file extension (column 4, lines 51-61). Therefore, as 
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to claim 15, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have a storage device to store code data and a processor for 
processing the code date taught by Grossman with the system of Bott. The motivation 
for combining the teachings of Grossman with Bott is expressed by Grossman stating 
that combining a central processing unit and memory provides for high speed 
processing of data by a CPU (column 4, lines 55-58). 

As to claim 16, Grossman teaches a system wherein the location is a location 
close to a device with which the icon may be selected (column 5 line 1-5). 

As to claim 17, Grossman teaches a system wherein the device is a pointing 
device (column 4, lines 34-38). 

As to claim 18, Grossman teaches a system wherein the pointing device is a 
mouse pointer (column 4, lines 34-38). 

As to claim 19, Bott teaches wherein folders containing files and/or icons 
representing files with the entered extension are grouped at the location of the desktop 
(page 114 and 115). 

As to claim 20, Grossman teaches a system wherein the location is a location 
close to a device with which the folder may be selected (column 5 line 1-5). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Plumey (Sams Teach Yourself Windows 35 in 10 Minutes, 1998) 
teaches on searching for files or folders by file extension. Martins et al (U.S. Patent No. 
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5,649,205) teaches how to retrieves from a disk storage system based on the files 
specification, which could be a file's extension. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea N. Jones whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1055. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7772. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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